Jesus Christ’s Baptism: A Gospel Synopsis

(NRSV Bible Translation)

Matthew 3

Mark 1

Luke 3

John 1

11 “I baptize you with water for
repentance, but one who is more
powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to carry his
sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His
winnowing fork is in his hand,
and he will clear his threshing
floor and will gather his wheat
into the granary; but the chaff he
will burn with unquenchable
fire.” 13 Then Jesus came from
Galilee to John at the Jordan, to
be baptized by him. 14 John
would have prevented him,
saying, “I need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to me?” 15
But Jesus answered him, “Let it
be so now; for it is proper for us
in this way to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he
consented. 16 And when Jesus
had been baptized, just as he
came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens were
opened to him and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a
dove and alighting on him. 17
And a voice from heaven said,
“This is my Son, the Beloved,
with whom I am well pleased.”

7 He proclaimed,
“The one who is
more powerful than
I is coming after
me; I am not
worthy to stoop
down and untie the
thong of his
sandals. 8 I have
baptized you with
water; but he will
baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.”

9 In those days
Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee
and was baptized
by John in the
Jordan. 10 And just
as he was coming
up out of the water,
he saw the heavens
torn apart and the
Spirit descending
like a dove on him.
11 And a voice came
from heaven, “You
are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I
am well pleased.”

15 As the people were filled with
expectation, and all were questioning
in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, 16
John answered all of them by saying, “I
baptize you with water; but one who is
more powerful than I is coming; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing
fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat
into his granary; but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable fire.” 18 So,
with many other exhortations, he
proclaimed the good news to the
people. 19 But Herod the ruler, who
had been rebuked by him because of
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and
because of all the evil things that
Herod had done, 20 added to them all
by shutting up John in prison. 21 Now
when all the people were baptized, and
when Jesus also had been baptized and
was praying, the heaven was opened,
22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon
him in bodily form like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.”23 Jesus was about thirty
years old when he began his work.

19 This is the testimony given by John when
the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He
confessed and did not deny it, but confessed,
“I am not the Messiah.” 21 And they asked
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said,
“I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He
answered, “No.” 22 Then they said to him,
“Who are you? Let us have an answer for
those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?” ...26 John answered them, “I
baptize with water. Among you stands one
whom you do not know, 27 the one who is
coming after me; I am not worthy to untie
the thong of his sandal.” 28 This took place
in Bethany across the Jordan where John
was baptizing. 29 The next day he saw Jesus
coming toward him and declared, “Here is
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world! 30 This is he of whom I said,
‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of
me because he was before me.” 31 I myself
did not know him; but I came baptizing with
water for this reason, that he might be
revealed to Israel.” 32 And John testified, “I
saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a
dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself
did not know him, but the one who sent me
to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain
is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’
34 And I myself have seen and have testified
that this is the Son of God.”
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